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Actual Consequences of the Detonation of One Sarmat or SS-18 Nuclear Warhead over Washington, DC 
(Slide 1 of 5) 

 

Weapons Horizontal  
Accuracy Currently  
Achieved by the US  

Average Miss Distance 
About ~300 feet 

Improved Weapons  
Horizontal Accuracy Being 
Sought by the US 

Average Miss Distance  
About ~200 feet 

How Do the Miss Distances of Modern Ballistic Missile Warheads  
Compare with the Lethal Distances Achieved by Modern Nuclear Weapons? 

Intended Detonation 
Altitude for “Urban 
Industrial Target” 

“Ground 
Zero” 

2



 

Actual Consequences of the Detonation of One Sarmat or SS-18 Nuclear Warhead over Washington, DC 
(Slide 2 of 5) 

 

~One Second  
After the Detonation of an 

800 kt Nuclear Weapon 

“Ground 
Zero” 

Intended Detonation 
Altitude for “Urban 
Industrial Target” 

Surface Temperature of 
Fireball ~ 8,000º K 

Surface Temperature of 
Sun ~ 6,000º k 

Smoke Cloud from Thermally 
Disintegrating Stone and Metal Surfaces, 
Combusting Materials, Evaporating Road 

Surfaces, and the like 

Horizontal Delivery 
Accuracy of  

US Trident II Warheads 

Fireball Radiates Roughly 2 to 3 Times 
More Light and Heat Relative to the  

Same Area on the Sun’s Surface 
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Shock Wave Breakaway from Fireball After the Fireball Reaches Its Maximum Radius 
(Slide 2 of 5) 

 

~One Second  
After the Detonation of an 

800 kt Nuclear Weapon 

“Ground 
Zero” 

Intended Detonation 
Altitude for “Urban 
Industrial Target” 

Surface Temperature of 
Fireball ~ 8,000º K 

Surface Temperature of 
Sun ~ 6,000º k 

Horizontal Delivery 
Accuracy of  

US Trident II Warheads 

Fireball Radiates Roughly 2 to 3 Times 
More Light and Heat Relative to the  

Same Area on the Sun’s Surface 

Compressed Shell of Air  
Produced by the  

Rapidly Expanding Fireball 
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Actual Consequences of the Detonation of One Sarmat or SS-18 Nuclear Warhead over Washington, DC 
(Slide 3 of 5) 

 

 

  

~4.6 Seconds  
After the Detonation of an 

800 kt Nuclear Weapon 

“Ground 
Zero” 

Intended Detonation 
Altitude for “Urban 
Industrial Target” 

Surface Temperature of 
Fireball ~ 8,000º K 

Surface Temperature of 
Sun ~ 6,000º k 

Smoke Cloud from Thermally 
Disintegrating Stone and Metal Surfaces, 
Combusting Materials, Evaporating Road 

Surfaces, and the like 

Horizontal Delivery 
Accuracy of  

US Trident II Warheads 

Fireball Radiates Roughly 2 to 3 Times 
More Light and Heat Relative to the  

Same Area on the Sun’s Surface 

Primary Shock Wave  
Produced by  

Expanding Fireball 

Shock Wave Reflected 
Off the Ground Adds to Strength 

 of Primary Shock 

16 PSI 
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Actual Consequences of the Detonation of One Sarmat or SS-18 Nuclear Warhead over Washington, DC 
(Slide 4 of 5) 

 

~30 to 40 Seconds  
After the Detonation of an 

800 kt Nuclear Weapon 

Horizontal Delivery 
Accuracy of  

US Trident II Warheads 

“Ground 
Zero” 

Target Debris Lifted Into the Air 
by the Outgoing Primary and 

Reflected Shock Wave 

Surface Temperature of 
Early Fireball ~ 8,000º K 

Surface Temperature of 
Sun ~ 6,000º k 
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Actual Consequences of the Detonation of One Sarmat or SS-18 Nuclear Warhead over Washington, DC 
(Slide 5 of 5) 

 

Two Minutes 
After the Detonation of an 

800 kt Nuclear Weapon 

250 to 300 mph 
Inward Moving Afterwinds from the Sucking 

Effects of the Giant Superheated Rising Fireball 

250 to 300 mph 
Vertical  

Afterwinds 
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Consequences of a Single Detonation of One Sarmat or SS-18 Nuclear Warhead over Washington, DC 
Roughly 100 to 150 Square Miles Destroyed by “Firestorm” (Slide 1 of 2) 

 

20 cal/cm2  
Ignites Fires 

10 cal/cm2  
Ignites Fires 

Fireball 150 Times  
as Bright as  

Desert Sun at Noon 

Fireball 90 Times  
as Bright as  

Desert Sun at Noon 
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The Wind Speeds and Air Temperatures in a Large Area Fire Will Increase  
With the Radius of the Fire Zone – Wind Speeds of Hurricane Force and Air-Temperatures Above 

the Boiling Point of Water Are to be Expected for 3 to 6 Hours Following an Attack 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amount of Air 
Rising from 

Fires Increases 
with the Square 
of the Radius of 
the Burning Area 

Amount of Air 
Entering 
Firezone 

Increases with 
the Radius of the 

Burning Area 9



 

Nagasaki, Japan Immediately Prior to Nuclear Attack and “Firestorm” from the Detonation of a  
22 Kiloton Bomb on August 8, 1946 (Slide 1 of 2) 
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Nagasaki, Japan After a Nuclear Attack and “Firestorm” from the Detonation of a  
22 Kiloton Bomb on August 8, 1946 (Slide 2 of 2) 

 

1000 ft 

2000 ft 

3000 ft 

Fireball 5000 Times  
as Bright as  

Desert Sun at Noon 

Fireball 20,000 Times  
as Bright as  

Desert Sun at Noon 

Fireball 2000 Times  
as Bright as  

Desert Sun at Noon 
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Victim of the Hamburg Firestorm Who Attempted to Flee the Fire Zone Rather Than Stay in A Shelter 

 

 

12



 

Victims of the Hamburg Firestorm Who Stayed in Their Shelter 
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Effects of the Intense Light and Heat Emitted by the Super-Hot Fireball 

 

Light and Heat from the Fireball Set Fire 
to or Melted Exterior Clothing, Burning a 
Pattern into the Skin Below. 
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Effects of the Intense Light and Heat Emitted by the Super-Hot Fireball 

 

Light and Heat from the Fireball Filtered 
Through Semi-Transparent Light 
Clothing, Burning Skin Underneath 

Heavy Straps Over 
Back and Shoulders 
Protected Skin Below 
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Effects of the Intense Light and Heat Emitted by the Super-Hot Fireball 

  

Tea shirt Protected Skin from 
Light and Heat of the Fireball 

Unprotected Skin Directly 
Exposed to the Light and 
Heat of the Fireball 
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Effects of the Intense Light and Heat Emitted by the Super-Hot Fireball 

 

 

Damage to Paint Covering of Metal 
from Sudden Extreme Pulse of 
Light and Heat from the Fireball 
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Effects of the Intense Light and Heat Emitted by the Super-Hot Fireball 

 
 

 

 

  

Shoe Protected Parts of Skin from 
the Light and Heat of the Fireball 
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Effects of the Intense Light and Heat Emitted by the Super-Hot Fireball 

 
 

  

Spalling of Concrete Surface by 
the Intense and Sudden Pulse of 
Light and Heat from the Fireball 

Concrete Surface Protected 
from Spalling by the Shadow 
Cast by a Sitting Man 
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A Less "Limited"  
Russian Nuclear Attack

                  on Washington DC
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 

21



 

Peacekeeper Multiple Warhead “BUS” 
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Minuteman III Multiple Warhead “BUS” 
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“Footprint” of a MIRVed SLBM or ICBM 
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Disposition of Russian Strategic Nuclear Forces As of 2024  

 

 

`

  

506 Nuclear Warheads in 128 Silos 
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v  

Disposition of Russian Non-Strategic (Tactical) Nuclear Forces As of 2024  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

1822 Strategic + 1558 Tactical Nuclear Warheads = 3,380 
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Disposition of US Strategic and Non-Strategic Nuclear Forces As of 2022  
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Targets Chosen on the False Theory that Nuclear Weapons Can be Used to Achieve the Same 
Military Objectives as Weapons in a Conventional War (Slide 1 of 2) 

 

Blast Ranges Shown  
for 800 kt Warheads Warfighting 

Plan 

Penatogon 
Command Center 

10,000 psi 
(Underground 

Bunkers) 

Political Leadership
10,000 psi 

(Underground 
Bunkers) 

Bridge
500 psi

Dep’t of Energy
Command Center

10,000 psi 
(Underground 

Bunkers) 

Bridge 
500 psi 

Bridge
500 psi

Bridge 
500 psi 

Bridge 
500 psi 

Political Leadership
10,000 psi 

(Underground 
Bunkers) 

Bridge 
500 psi 

Warfighting Attack Plan 
Targets and Lethal Ranges Against 
“Urban-Industrial,” “Command,”  
and “Leadership” Targets 29



Targets Chosen on the False Theory that Nuclear Weapons Can be Used to Achieve the Same 
Military Objectives as Weapons in a Conventional War (Slide 2 of 2) 

 

CIA 

DIA 

House DoE 

Train 

Bridges 

White
House

Homeland 
Security DoD 

Bridge 

Bridge 

Bridge 

Airfield 

Bridge 

Bridge 

Airfield 

Airfield 

Senate 

Capitol Warfighting Attack Plan 
Targets and Lethal Ranges Against 
“Urban-Industrial,” “Command,”  
and “Leadership” Targets 

Blast Ranges Shown  
for 800 kt Warheads Warfighting 

Plan 
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Consequences of a Single Detonation of One SS-18 Nuclear Warhead over Washington, DC 
Roughly 100 to 150 Square Miles Destroyed by “Firestorm”  

 

20 cal/cm2  
Ignites Fires 

10 cal/cm2  
Ignites Fires 

Fireball 150 Times  
as Bright as  

Desert Sun at Noon 

Fireball 90 Times  
as Bright as  

Desert Sun at Noon 
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Actual Consequences of the Detonation of One SS-18 Nuclear Warhead over Washington, DC 
(Slide 1 of 4) 

 

CIA 

DIA 

House DoE 

Train 

Bridges 

White
House

Homeland 
Security DoD 

Bridge 

Bridge 

Bridge 

Airfield 

Bridge 

Bridge 

Airfield 

Airfield 

Senate 

Capitol Warfighting Attack Plan 
Targets and Lethal Ranges Against 
“Urban-Industrial,” “Command,”  
and “Leadership” Targets 

Blast Ranges Shown  
for 800 kt Warheads Warfighting 

Plan 
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Ballistic Missile Accuracy Improvements Currently in Progress in the US Nuclear Force 
Modernization Program is Drastically Increasing the Killing Power of Each US Warhead 

 
 
 

 
 

Effective CEP ~300ft with 
Trident II D5  

Inertial Guidance System

Radar Updated Path Length 
Fuse Reduces 

Effective CEP to ~200ft  
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